The lens is a unique biological structure, whose highly ordered molecular and cellular components are essential for transparency.
Thought originally to be present in the lens to provide transparency, they are in fact encoded by a family of genes that also specify metabolic enzymes and stress proteins found in other tissues. In their article, Horwitz and colleagues1 propose that even within the lens a-crystallin has other important roles including chaperone suggests that in the future the development of novel materials for intraocular lenses may reduce its incidence. 
